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Dear Mr. Sander,
Manila, 27th January 1882

Just returned from Mindanao a few days ago and I find your three letters from which I learn that Boxall has a new Phalaenopsis. Unfortunately I could not find it, although I looked for it everywhere. I don’t quite understand your two letters of the 2nd and 9th December respectively, in which you hinted at these Phalaenopsis. You told me that the lower half of the flowers was strongly dotted, I expect to read more about this in the next Chronicle.

Now about my journey to Mindanao: I am amazed how I managed to get away from there with my health intact. But let me talk about the plants. The first one I found may be a rather magnificent Phalaenopsis, possibly violacea, S. [sepals] & P. [petals] are of a delicate violet shade, L. [lip] of a lighter colour in many, and white in some plants, columns and the two wings also white, stems red/brown, it forms flowers like amabilis, roots flat and similar to schilleriana, leaves darker green, however the first leaves marked like schilleriana, a beautiful thing, I have a little more than 200 plants, but I have marked between 30 – 40 as schilleriana, but two of them flowered like the one first described, three flowered white, the rest I did not see in flower, a crazy thing.

The other flowers attached to this letter are, I believe, Saccolabium, in any case a marketable thing that will bring me my first pennies. The plant has leaves that are a little broader and longer than P. violaceum, otherwise the same shape, but the leaves are not lined. The two petals, the upper sepals are violet, towards the lip they have some purple stripes, however the two lower sepals have a brown/yellow background, with many broad veins, violet at the margin, column yellow, lip brown/green, diameter 12 cm, the lower sepals alone 7 cm each. Flower stalk upright, 1 – 1 ½ ‘ long, I found just over 50 plants, only one of them in flower, the flowering period already finished. The plant had 3 inflorescences with a total of 47 flowers, of which 30 were fully open. It was a massive giant of a plant and seems to be a real flowerer, the open flowers look like Od. vexillarium, only bigger. Without doubt, this is new and of great value. Unfortunately there was not enough time to collect these things. It would be best not to publish anything about this so that no one starts sending people to collect them. It is my intention to go back there immediately after my arrival from Europe, in case there are more to be found. Therefore, caution. Of course, I want to talk to you about this beforehand. 

Otherwise, money matters. I shall need some more money, firstly for crates, secondly to buy a few thousand amabilis. I have already spent a lot of money here, but I shall need a little more before I depart. But you will understand when I explain the matter to you in person. There is a lot to be learned from the Phalaenopsis business, an expensive lesson that must be paid for before one departs. Even Boxall, who was here in ‘72, ‘79 and ’80, did not have any better luck, on the contrary, he did worse. But all’s well that ends well.  I shall do my utmost to bring the plants home in good condition. I expect to have about 20,000, no more, but that is a significant quantity. 

I am unable to bring laevigatum or leeanum, since I shall have to stay with the Phalaenopsis, to modify the original crates and to have some more crates made. If you wish that I should return immediately, please send me the following books: Flora de las Filipinas, de Padre Blanco, the book we used to have in London, around Covent Garden [?]. Then by Prof. Semper, two books about the Philippines, its inhabitants, German edition, then a book by Dr. Fagor [?] about the Philippines, German, Burbridge, Garden of the Sun and Dr. Richard Wallace, Travels in Borneo, Celebes.

I shall collect some filiforme, also 100 Aer. quinque., Sacc. viol., palm seedlings and palm seed. I am planning to leave here about the 23rd March and I visited the following agents. Firstly, I spoke to the agent of the Messagerie française, who told me that he was going to make enquiries in Singapore. He did not think it would be possible to ship more than 6 – 8 crates on deck, and that it would be expensive to occupy a favourable position, which would cost at least £8 – 9 from here to Marseille. I think this is really too expensive. Well, we shall see when he gets his reply from Singapore. Also, freight to Marseille has to be paid here.

Secondly, I visited the agent of Holt’s Line, which Boxall used for the first time. He said the same, namely that he only was the agent for ships that departed from here. And that Boxall had arranged everything from London from where he received the favourable conditions. I have contacted the relevant agent in Singapore, also Little & Co., and asked for their assistance. Unfortunately there is insufficient time to wait for a reply from your, the important thing is that the required money is available for the freight and the journey. I also asked if Holt & Co. require payment before departure. 

Today I drew £100 and I shall probably draw another £50 next Monday. The drafts will arrive in London in 14 days’ time, since the mail boat leaves tomorrow. In addition, I shall need £100 for plants, crates, and the money for the journey. You may think this is a lot of money, but regrettably it has to be. I have just written to H. & J. B. Corp, Singapore, to find out how much credit there is for me. From this I have drawn £200, and on Monday I shall draw another £50. Should there be no further credit, you will have to cable it immediately upon receipt of this letter to H., J. B. & Co, otherwise please send £100. With the next mail I shall write what I’ll need for the journey etc., but I doubt that I shall have further information by then, because the mail always departs one or two days before the arrival of mail from Singapore. I have heard that there is an Englishman who has been here for the last three weeks. He is buying Phalaenopsis at horrendous prices, up to now he has bought 3,000. I don’t know his name yet, but I shall find out within the next few days. He was looking for C. laevigatum and will now go after Ph. stuartiana. It is questionable whether he will get any, but he is a good friend of Findlay, Richardson and is said to have rooms there. But don’t worry, I now have £150; if I receive another £50 on Monday, I shall buy here in Manila to any price. He will not get ahead of me, for if he goes after stuartiana now, he will not be back before the end of March. In four weeks he will not collect any more than Boxall, but caution is required all the same. Should he depart at any time with the French Line, we shall not be able to see what he is doing. It would be best if you made enquiries with Holt Line and write to Singapore. Your letter may not reach me because I hope to depart Manila by the 23rd March.

More by next mail and I hope for a happy reunion.

Kind regards,

Yours,

C. Röbelen

N.B. should I find that the customer is messing with my Phal., Saccolabium business, I shall cable you immediately so that someone can come and collect the plants and I shall depart immediately to their location; but I would want to write to you beforehand and explain all the circumstances. 
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